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Save the Date - October 11th!

by Mark Bosler 

Mark & Debbie Bosler have planned a visit to the National Museum of World 
War II Aviation in Colorado Springs on Saturday, Oct 11th.  Be at the Bosler’s - 1686 
Marsh Hawk Cir, Castle Rock, CO 80109 at 9:00AM (coffee and pastries will be avail-
able).  We will leave at 9:30 to arrive at the Museum for an 11:30 tour.  They will give 
us their group rate of $8.00/ person if we make one payment.  Bring cash or a check 
made out to Mark and he will pay the museum. We will have our own tour guide - it 
should be very interesting. When the tour is finished - approximately 2 hours - we 
will make a short drive to The Airplane Restaurant for a late lunch.  It’s a Boeing 
KC-97 that has been turned into a restaurant.  We will be eating in the fuselage. The 
Museum needs to know the number of people in our group about 10 days prior 
to the tour, so RSVP’s are needed by Oct 1st. Call the Bosler’s at 303-796-8170 or 
email: dbosler50@gmail.com.  Hope you can join the fun! 

www.rockymountaintr.org
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Fair enough question. Answer: the Her-
ald has a lot to do with your sports car. 
For example, the Herald was the first se-
ries- produced Triumph styled by Giovanni 
Michelotti, whose designs would later be 
applied throughout the Triumph range, for 
both family cars and sports cars. The very 
existence of the Spitfire and GT6 is due 
to the basic engineering of the Herald and 
its upmarket sibling, the Vitesse. Even the 
engine of the TR250/5/6 is directly related 
to that of the Herald. (In fact, the Herald 
engine is itself a direct descendant of the 
803cc engine developed for the Standard 8 
in the early 1950s.)

The first Herald to go on sale to the 
general public in April 1959 was what has 
long since become one of the rarest ver-
sions: The Coupéacute. Not quite a full 
four-seater (in fact, the rear seat was an 
option), the car nonetheless was equipped 

with features quite familiar to British 
sports car fans: four speed transmission; 
948 cc engine with twin SU H1 carbure-
tors and an output of 50.5 bhp gross/42.5 
bhp net. Some features of the new car 
were considered quite novel at the time: 
independent rear suspension; an incred-
ibly tight turning circle (25 ft.); “collaps-
ible” and adjustable steering column; and 
a greatly reduced maintenance schedule 
through use of nylon and rubber bushes 
that virtually eliminated grease fittings on 
the chassis.

The Coupé was soon joined by a Saloon 
version, which allowed rather more room 
for a full rear seat. The Saloon was origi-
nally powered by a single Solex-carburet-
ed, 38.5 bhp gross/34.5 bhp net version of 
the same 948 cc engine, though later the 
twin-carb engine would be offered as well. 
By March 1960, these two models were 

joined by a Convertible, which also of-
fered a top that folded almost completely 
out of sight, a full (though a bit cramped) 
rear seat and the twin-carb engine. 1960 
also saw the introduction of the Herald S, a 
stripped-down saloon that never caught on.

Bigger news the following year was the 
introduction of the 1200 series, incorpo-
rating the same Coupé, Saloon and Con-
vertible body styles with a larger engine 
and somewhat more relaxed final drive. 
Soon added to the range was an Estate 
Wagon and the short- lived Courier van, a 
“commercial” version of the Estate wagon 
much like the once-common sedan deliv-
ery versions of American station wagons. 
A further upgrading of the 1147cc engine 
came with introduction of the 12/50, a 
1200 Saloon with 51 hp engine, folding 
sunroof, different grille (seen later in the 
U.S. on the Sports 1200) and uprated trim.

What’s the Herald got to do with me, the Triumph sports car owner?
by vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Improvements continued, with all Herald 1200s eventually re-
ceiving the sturdier frame seen first on the 12/50 (and earlier 
on the Vitesse six-cylinder derivative) and a 48 hp version of the 
12/50 engine. By the end of 1964, the Coupé had disappeared, 
perhaps falling victim to the popularity of the Spitfire!

In 1968, facing competition both from other marques and other 
models in the Triumph range, the Herald received a final, major 
upgrading. More power came from a single-carb version of the 
1296cc Spitfire Mk.3 (and Triumph 1300) engine, and a front-end 
restyle came from adapting a variation of the Vitesse sheetmetal. 
Improvements were made also to the interior and drivetrain com-
ponents. The resulting 13/60 came, as before, in Saloon, Convert-
ible and Estate Wagon variants, replacing all previous configura-
tions of Herald save the 1200 Saloon, which continued as before. 
Sales of the 1200 quickly dropped off, though, while the 13/60 
models were more successful for a time.

By 1970, the rear-drive Triumph Toledo and front-drive 1500/ 
1500TC were too much competition. The 1200 Saloon disap-
peared in May 1970, followed by the 13/60 Saloon in December 
and the Convertible and Estate cars in May 1971.



The Italia 2000 GT (to call it by its 
full name) was produced over the period 
1959 to 1963. Produced is a relative term 
when it comes to Italias, since something 
less than 300 were ever made. “Serious” 
marketing efforts in the U.S. included 
each original owner having to sign a con-
tract that included among its clauses the 
fact that no body panels or trim pieces 
were available as spares! Couple that fact 
with the $5000 list price, which was per-
ilously close to that of an E-type Jag or 
fuelie Corvette, and you can imagine that 
the average U.S. sports car buyer didn’t 
exactly beat down the doors to purchase 

one. Some cars sat on dealer’s lots for 
over two years before being discounted 
and eventually purchased.

Italias were produced by a combina-
tion of Standard-Triumph (rolling, en-
gined chassis and components), and Vig-
nale (body manufacture). The Italia was 
produced with the blessing of Standard-
Triumph, but was not an official Triumph 
model.

At best, determining commission numbers 
and production figures of Italias is a guessing 
game. Here are the facts we do know:

• There were 297 TR-3A/B chassis  
 delivered to Italy to be made into  
 Italias.

• One of the first chassis numbers is 
 TS51639LCO – this is the  

 vehicle Standard-Triumph tested in  
 early 1960.

• The last 30 cars were made on  
 TSF501 through TSF530, the last  
 30 TR-3B first series chassis.

• All cars had both the TR-3A/B  
 commission plate and a “Vignale  
 number”; they were NOT kept in  
 chassis order when bodied.
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So what exactly is the Italia?
by vintagetriumphregister.org 



The Triumph Herald #31 September 2014  page 4 The Triumph Herald #31 September 2014 page 5

For Sale & Want Ads
For Sale

Floor pans for TR4, TR4A, TR5, TR6 
both right and left hand sides. These are 
the British Motor Heritage approved 
parts. They are sturdy steel floor pans 
made in the UK not the cheaply made 
China/India floor pans. I will sell both for 
$500 and you don’t have to pay any ship-
ping costs ($$$) from the UK. Contact 
Bud at levilevi@comcast.net or call 303-
941-5302

For Sale

You know her, our pride and joy. It’s 
time for Jolly to go to a new home.

Elegant, unique and interesting 1974 
TR6 with many rare European NOS parts 
and details.

Mille Miglia themed creation. Road & 
Show ready. Asking price of $26k. Near-
est offers considered. Contract Patrick 
at 303-525-1089 or bespokeroadsters@
yahoo.com

For Sale 
TRIUMPH TR6 ORIGINAL PARTS: 

Boot cover (black vinyl) - $25, Front 
bumper (1974+ could use re-chroming) - 
$50, Front number plate mount - chrome 
(1974-76) - $125, Leather wrapped steer-
ing wheel - $40, Rear bumper bezel / num-
ber plate lighting plinth (chrome) - $100, 
AMCO luggage rack (one of the bars is 
bent but can easily be pulled out - chrome 
is in OK condition) - $80, Wheel trim 
(vanity) rings (x3) - $10 each, Hub trim 
with TR6 center caps (silver x4) - $10 
each, Smiths Tachometer (late model) - 
$25 TRIUMPH TR6 BRAND NEW UN-
USED PARTS: Fuel pump assembly and 
gasket (MOPROD-SUPRA) - $25, Oil 
pump - $50, Flotec 13 row oil cooling 
radiator and installation kit with spin on 
filter adapter and stainless braided hoses 
(brand new from Moss Motors) - $375 Con-
tact Tim Lucas @ 720-883-4770

For Sale 
1970 TR6 and 1971 240Z. TR6 com-

plete, with winter hard top, stock wheels 
and roll bar, needs rebuild, rust on body. 
Good parts car. 240Z with extra dash, 
flares and other goodies, runner but 
needs some mechanical love, body rust. 
Both in storage in Englewood area over 
last years after our move to DC. View and 
make offer. Contact online only at wctvrt-
nik@comcast.net.

For Free 
During a recent move we discovered 

the tonneau cover to our (1966) TR4A 
that was sold in about 1968. If any of your 
club members are interested,

I would like to trade the cover for a 
ride in their Triumph. I am located in the 
Fort Collins area. Thanks! Shirley Hohn

Email Address: jor2311@gmail.com 
Phone: 970-484-1664

Wanted
Looking for a complete set (6) of early 

(black rimmed) TR6 gages in working 
order. Will trade for a great set of later 
chrome rimmed TR6 gauges. Please con-
tact Patrick at bespokeroadsters@yahoo.
com or call 303-525-1089.
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Apparently there was always the feeling 
at the factory that the TR4 was an interim 
model. Financial woes caused the compa-
ny to introduce the TR4 when it did; oth-
erwise a car to replace the TR3A might 
have been even more complex, technically 
more advanced and in general more excit-
ing. It might have been the TR4A!

The origins of Harry Webster’s IRS 
design stem from around 1962, and the 
basis for the TR4A stems from that as 
well; it was expected that the change to 
IRS would cause a radical change in the 
behaviour of the car, so it would be nec-
essary to begin a new project and plan a 
new model. It evolved steadily until the 
completed project was vastly different 
from the car it was to replace. According 
to Robson, “the TR4A was as different, in 
its own way, from the TR4, as that car had 
been from the TR3A. It was yet another 
step along the transitory path which was 
to convert the rugged little TR2 into the 
smooth and thoroughly modern TR6.

Webster’s team was faced with a major 
problem – although they had been asked 
to design an independently-sprung TR, 
they also had to make provision for the 
United States, where the cars would still 
be sold with a solid axle. No matter how 

much Leyland tried, the North American 
distributors would not give up the idea 
that they could still sell TRs with a live 
axle at the right price, that roadholding 
at the limit was not yet critical to sales 
there, and that IRS was bound to be more 
expensive. So it was agreed that the new 
chassis would be amenable to both lay-
outs, and that both layouts would be avail-
able in the US. It was not ever considered 
reasonable to keep the narrow TR4 chas-
sis for the live axle cars.

The new chassis-frame had a radically 
different layout from the previous cars. 
The rear suspension was semi-trailing 
wishbone plus coil spring, that design hav-
ing been proven on the Triumph 2000 
saloon. Parts were not interchangeable 
between the two models, but they were 
philosophically the same. The TR4A kept 
lever arm shocks for ease of installation. 
The IRS cars received a massive pressed-
steel bridge piece to support the differ-
ential casing and provide upper anchor 
points for the coil springs; the live axle cars 
didn’t have the bridge piece and got long 
half-elliptic leaf springs. When prototypes 
were made ready for the road, managing 
director Stanley Markland pronounced 
the new chassis “safe for 120 mph”!

Which, of course, brings us to the mo-
tivating unit. Markland wanted more pow-
er for the next model, but Triumph’s six 
cylinder engines really weren’t ready yet. 
So the decision was made to continue on 
with the tried-and-true 2138cc Vanguard 
derivative – aging design, wet liners and all. 
There was talk of punching this out from 
87mm to 93mm bore to give a 2499cc dry 
liner engine, to provide an adequate jump 
in power from the TR4 to TR4A, but the 
prototypes didn’t give the hoped-for re-
sults. So the 2138cc engine was given its 
final boost, to 104bhp at 4700 rpm.

The TR4A was phased in smoothly at 
the beginning of 1965. Body production 
changes were limited to a new grille, dec-
oration and badging, along with new body-
to-chassis mountings. The press was happy 
to see an all-independent car, and Triumph 
was pleased to be the first British car 
manufacturer to have all-independent sus-
pensions under every car in their line.

Unfortunately, the TR4A was not as fast 
on the road as the critics expected. (Nei-
ther was the TR4.) It wasn’t much faster 
than the TR3A with its optional 2.2 liter 
engine had been in 1959 – the TR4A had 
put on weight with age. Even by compari-
son with the TR2s of 1953 there had not 
been a dramatic improvement. Fuel con-
sumption was worse. Product planners at 
Triumph were asked to make a quantum 
leap in performance and economy, not 
to mention extended high speed running 
(for the new European highways). This, 
combined with the new emission control 
laws in the US, spelled the end of the four-
cylinder TR. For the 1968 model year, the 
TR250/TR5 answered the call with the 
old styling but a new engine.

The TR4A – beginning of a major transition
by vintagetriumphregister.org 
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September 9 to 14.  VTR 
It’s the year of the WEDGIE!   In Dobson 
NC. Ralph Malewska will be our contact 
for this event.  Details and links to registra-
tion etc can be found on the website.

September 13 Saturday -  
Ride the Rockies
Meet at 8.30. Oak Park Arvada - for the 
ride the Rockies tour. As always the route 
and destination are a closely guarded se-
cret until driver check in.  
Don’t forget water, sunscreen and a full 
tank of petrol. Don’t miss this one.........

September 13 Saturday -
Annual Conclave party
After a fun day of Ride the Rockies Terry 
and Marietta Hughes will be hosting their 
annual Conclave party. Saturday September 
13. 5pm  They will have Brats and Burg-
ers - please bring a dish to share and your 
favourite ( adult ) beverage. 
Everyone welcome - bring the kids
7750 Quitman Street, Westminster,  
CO 80030
RSVP/questions / directions. 303.428.5291 
or tr7terry@q.com

September 14 Sunday - 31st Annual 
English Motoring Conclave

Oak Park - Arvada  8:30  
Colorado’s biggest All British Car show
Bring your Triumph - drive it, pull it ..... 
Just bring it! The local Kiwanis club will be 
selling food or just bring a picnic and your 
favourite (adult) beverages. Registration 
and all conclave weekend details are on the 
website or at www.coloradoconclave.org

September 16 Tuesday -  
General Meeting 
Piccolos 
6 pm for dinner - meeting starts at 7pm

September 26 to 28   - 24th Annual 
Rio Grande Rendezvous 
All British car meet - Santa Fe NM
Information on the website or at http://
www.namgar.com/events/calendar_
details/24th_annual_rio_grande_valley_re-
gional_rendezvous/

Events
by Sharon Robinson
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September
Board Meeting
Hacienda Colorado    4100 E Mexico   I-25 & Colorado

Board meetings are held on the 1st Monday of 

each month. Meet for dinner at 6pm meeting starts at 7

General club business and planning - All are welcome

13

09

09

RIDE THE ROCKIES
for those of you who may not have done this 

drive in the past it is a blast... Not to be 

missed. 100 + British cars driving through the 

foothills. The route is a closely guarded secret 

until the drivers meeting at 08.30. 

questions?  Please check the website 

www.thecoloradoconclave.com or FB page

VTR - Dobson NC
It is the year of the WEDGIE ...... no, not the 

tight pants sort. VTR will be celebrating 40 years of 

the TR7 - Their goal is to have over 100 Wedges 

attend!!  Harris Mann the designer of the TR7 will 

be there.

More details on our site.

08

ANNUAL CONCLAVE PARTY 
Marietta and Terry Hughes are once again hosting their 

annual rain or shine conclave party. Terry will be 

manning the grill and there will be Brats and Burgers - 

please bring a dish to share and your own adult 

beverage.5 pm - after you have recovered from ride the

Rockies : More details on our site.

13
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September
Mon 8TH Board Meeting

9TH - 14TH  VTR Dobson NC

Tue 16TH  General Meeting

Sat 13TH  Ride the Rockies Tour

Sat 13TH Conclave Party (Hughes)

Sun 14TH  31ST Annual Colorado
                Conclave – Arvada

October
Mon 6TH    Board Meeting

Sat 11TH   WW11 Aviation Museum

Tue 21ST    General Meeting
 Collectables

November
Sat 1ST     Wine Tasting (Boslers)

Mon 3RD Board Meeting
 Elections 2015

Tue 18TH General Meeting
                 

TBD Coors Tour (Becwars)

December
Mon 1ST   Board Meeting

Sun 14TH  Christmas Party
 Stonegate, Parker

Wish to Add  Your Event?

If you would like to add your event or 
have questions or ideas please contact 
us or call Sharon at 303.469.4574 or  
thepickledbrit@gmail.com.

RMTC 2014 Event Calendar
by Sharon Robinson
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Take the iconic MINI Cooper for a 
drive! This beautifully crafted LEGO® 
brick replica of the classic MINI Cooper 
Mk VII is full of authentic details, from the 
classic green and white color scheme with 
white wing mirrors and racing stripes, 
to the opening doors, hood and trunk, 
sporty fog lights, detailed engine and sepa-
rate spare tire compartment. You can even 

remove the roof to access a tan colored 
interior with patterned seats, veneer-style 
dashboard, turning steering wheel, and 
moving gearshift and handbrake. And of 
course, no MINI Cooper would be com-
plete without a picnic basket and blanket, 
the perfect accessories for a fun day in the 
countryside!

Lego Mini Cooper       
 

A technical advisor is an individual who 
is expert in a particular field of knowl-
edge. Ours volunteer their time to pro-

vide detailed information and advice to 
RMTC club members. Please be consider-
ate when you contact our Advisors, they 
too have families and lives like you do.

RMTC’s Technical Advisors
Meet our Team of Technical Advisors

Wally Gamble  TR2 & 3   303.202.0339
Jim Elbe   TR4 & 4A  719.598.7261
Bob Becwar  TR250   303.279.3745
Andy DeVisscher  TR6 & GT6  303.452.8806
Terry Hughes  TR7   303.428.5291
Ken Kalin  TR8   303.598.7261
Gordon Kenney  Electrical  303.766.7826
Bob Klie   General   785.332.2417
Jim Elbe   Colorado Springs  719.598.7261
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P & L Statement July 
by Ralph Malewska
INCOME
X-Mas Party Deposit . . . . . . . . . . . . $250.00
Membership Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411.38
Raffle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.75

 
Total income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $701.13
 
EXPENSE
Highway Clean Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.23
Father’s Day Picnic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222.54
Member Nametags. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192.00
Newsletter Printing/Stamps. . . . . . . . 209.94
Raffle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.27

                                                                                                     
Total Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $696.98
                                                                                                
July Profit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.15
 
Checking Account Balance. . . . . . . $4,353.19
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At the general meeting $60 was collected for the use of Steve Weblin’s  
Website Free Downloadable Triumph Documents for RMTC members.

Thanks to all of you who donated towards the upkeep of this website.  
To download manuals please visit:

http://www.vitessesteve.co.uk/Servicemanuals.htm

Downloadable Documents
by Patrick Huckels 

September Birthdays
9/1     Ron Grunzweig
9/1     Jean Vigo-Torres
9/2     Jim Elbe
9/2     Judy Tomkins
9/4     Judy Biefel
9/5     Richard Harjes
9/9     Jan Reimer
9/9     Rick Lawson
9/12   JoAnn Klie
9/17   Mark Poindexter
9/23   Sandy Lawson
9/24   Al Garber
9/28   Jim Phillipe
9/28   Betsy Stern
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RMTC Officers

And Now for Something Completely Different
I never really thought of myself as depressed so much as paralyzed by hope.  ~ Maria Bamford


